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Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how Maine Educational
Assessment (MEA) items are scored. These pages contain the text for each item
accompanied by the following information.

• CR#: the constructed-response item position

• Learning Results: the content standard, followed by the performance indicator, that the
item measured

• Constructed-Response Scoring Guide: the four-point description used to determine the
score

• Training Notes: in-depth descriptions or particular information used to determine the score
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Items with Learning Results, Scoring Guides,
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CR#: 1
Learning Results: B-4
Cultural Heritage
B Students will understand the cultural contributions (social, ethical, political, religious dimensions) of the arts,

how the arts shape and are shaped by prevailing cultural and social beliefs and values, and recognize
exemplary works from a variety of cultures and historical periods. Students will be able to

4 compare the characteristics and purposes of works, in two or more art forms, that share similar subject
matter, historical periods, ethics, or cultural context.

A B

1. Look at the landscapes above, labeled A and B. Describe two similarities and two differences in the
two landscapes.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

4 Response demonstrates a comprehensive ability to compare and contrast two
different works. Student clearly describes two similarities and two differences
in the two landscapes, citing specific details from each landscape to provide
evidence for the explanation.

3 Response demonstrates the ability to compare and contrast two different
works. Student generally describes two similarities and two differences in the
two landscapes and cites at least two examples for the similarities and/or
the differences.

2 Response demonstrates a limited ability to compare and contrast two
different works. Student provides a limited description of the similarities and
differences in the two landscapes and cites at least one example.

1 Response demonstrates minimal ability to compare and contrast two different
works. Student provides a minimal description of a similarity and/or
difference in the two landscapes.  No specific examples are cited.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the
skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response.

Training Notes for Constructed-Response #1

Possible answers:

• both have rounded shapes in hills

• both have figures

• one shows figures actively working, the other has a figure reflecting



E-7

MEA RELEASED ITEMS – MARCH 2002 ASSESSMENT – GRADE 8

Student Responses for Constructed-Response #1 for Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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ID:71687 EQ

2. Music is used in theater, movies, and television programs to help define the feelings or emotions of
the characters, such as love, anger, joy, sorrow, grief, frustration, or loneliness.

a. List two emotions. (You may choose from those mentioned above or select other emotions.) For
each emotion, list an instrument that could be used to express it.

b. Explain why these instruments are best for expressing the emotions.

CR#: 2
Learning Results: A-3
Creative Expression
A Students will create and/or perform to express ideas and feelings. Students will be able to
3 discriminate among the qualities and characteristics of art media, techniques, and processess for the

purpose of selecting appropriate media to communicate artistic ideas.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

4 Response demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of how musical
instruments may be used to express emotion. Response includes a list of
two emotions, each paired with an instrument, and a clear, thorough
explanation why these instruments are best for expressing the emotions.

3 Response demonstrates a general understanding of how musical instruments
may be used to express emotion. Response includes a list of two emotions,
each paired with an instrument (or a description of a sound made by an
instrument), and a general explanation why these instruments are best for
expressing the emotions.

2 Response demonstrates a partial understanding of how musical instruments
may be used to express emotion. Response includes one or two emotions,
each paired with an instrument (or a limited description of a sound made by
an instrument), and a limited explanation why these instruments are best for
expressing the emotions.

1 Response demonstrates a minimal understanding of how musical instruments
may be used to express emotion. Response includes one or two emotions,
each paired with an instrument (or a minimal description of a sound made
by an instrument), and minimal or no explanation why these instruments are
best for expressing the emotions.

0 Response is incorrect or contains some correct work that is irrelevant to the
skill or concept being measured.

Blank No response.

Training Notes for Constructed-Response #2

Possible answers:
• Love could be expressed by a harp or violin making soothing, soft, melodic sounds.
• Anger could be expressed by timpani or drums making loud jolting sounds.
• Sorrow could be expressed by an oboe making a mournful sound.
• Frustration could be expressed by a string instrument using two strings not in harmony.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response #2 for Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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